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THE GREENLAND SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITION OF 1895. 

The purpose and scope of this expedition, planned by Mrs. R. E. 
Peary, are set forth in the following circular letters, which embody 
also the resolution adopted by the Council of the American Geo- 
graphical Society on the ist of December, 1894, and correspondence 
relating thereto with the Secretary of the Navy. The Council, on 
the 2d of March, 1895, voted an appropriation of one thousand 
dollars in aid of the expedition, to which generous contributions 
have been made by the American Museum of Natural History, the 
Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences, the Newport Natural 
History Society, and Bowdoin College. 

CIRCULARS. 



New York, March 8, 1895. 
Sir: — Your attention is respectfully called to the following: 
On December 1, 1894, the Council of the American Geographical 
Society passed the following resolution in hearty compliance with 
an appeal from Mrs. Josephine D. Peary to the Society for its 
advisory assistance in the organization of an Expedition to ensure 
the return of her husband, R. E. Peary, C. E., U. S. N. : 

" Whereas, R. E. Peary, C. E., U. S. N., in the year 1886 conceived a plan of 
reconnoissance on the Inland Ice of Greenland, and at his own expense successfully 
carried out the same over a distance of more than one hundred miles, proving to the 
scientific world that the ice cap offered an imperial road to explorers of that little- 
known land ; and it is not to be doubted that his discovery cleared the way for Nan- 
sen's crossing of Greenland in 1888; 

"And in 1891-92 he organized, at his own expense, an expedition to North 
Greenland, surveyed the unknown shores of Inglefield Gulf, discovered and named, 
on the 4th of July, 1892, Independence Bay, on the northeast coast, and determined 
the insularity of Greenland, and the rapid convergence of its shores above the 82d 
parallel of latitude; and in 1893 he equipped, still at his own expense, and conducted 
a third expedition to the same desolate region for the purpose of extending the work 
so well begun ; and, when baffled by the unexampled severity of a season, which 
brought defeat and disaster to every Arctic enterprise of the year, releasing those of 
his party who preferred to return, he has remained with two volunteers to pass 
another year in the far North, in order to complete the explorations, which have won 
for him the hearty admiration of the foremost geographical authorities in every 
country; and all his undertakings, marked by originality in design, abiUty in execu- 
tion, and a courage which never falters, have worthily upheld the honor of the 
American name; 

' ' Therefore, The Council of the American Geographical Society, in recognition 
of these facts, respectfully requests the Secretary of the Navy to consider the 
propriety of dispatching a United States vessel to Northwest Greenland in the 
summer of 1895, to receive R. E. Peary, U. S. N., and his two companions, and 
convey them to the United States." 
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This resolution was sent to Washington on the 7th of Decem- 
ber, accompanied by the following letter: 

" The American Geographical Society, 

II West 2gTH Street, New York, 

December 7th, 1894. 

" Sir: — I beg leave to submit to you the enclosed resolutions unanimously passed 
by the Council of the American Geographical Society, requesting that one of the 
cruisers of the U. S. Navy may be sent next summer to the northwestern part of 
Greenland, where R. E. Peary has established his headquarters, to secure the safe 
return of himself and his two companions; without which he may, after completing 
his discoveries, be compelled to remain there for an indefinite length of time, unless 
some whaling vessel should stop at the place, and this is uncertain. 

"The resolutions were passed and are sent under the supposition that the 
Secretary of the Navy, if he thinks it proper, has the power to do so, and with the 
impression that it has been done heretofore by the Navy Department in one or two 
instances. 

" It appears to me to be different from the fitting out of an expedition to search 
for an Arctic explorer who has not been heard from for a long period, which requires 
a large expenditure and outlay, as the search may extend over a considerable length 
of time, and its authorization by an Act of Congress may be necessary; but one of 
our cruisers may in the summer easily go through Melville Bay, which may be 
crossed in a day or two at that season of the year, and reach Mr. Peary's head- 
quarters at a comparatively short distance to the north of the bay. His intention is 
to start next March to complete his explorations, and return next August to his start- 
ing point — Anniversary Lodge — where he will then be found, whether his discoveries 
are completed or not. 

"It is thought by geographers throughout the world that what Mr. Peary has 
already done warrants the belief that Greenland, instead of being, as the distinguished 
German geographer Petermann supposed, a great continent, stretching across the 
pole, is in reality an island, the farthest northern point of which Mr. Peary has 
reached, and that his explorations in the coming season, which involve tracing the 
eastern coast for 300 miles to the highest point attained by the Danish expeditions, 
will finally establish this important fact. 

" Most geographers are inclined to believe that the Arctic basin is surrounded by 
an archipelago of islands, and this, if shown to be true, will be a very important 
addition to our knowledge of the physical conditions that exist in the basin of the 
Arctic; for until we understand what is constantly taking place in that area we shall 
never be fully acquainted with the laws of the currents of the air and of the ocean. 

" The meteorological observations which Mr. Peary has already made, and will 
continue to make, added to those previously recorded around the circle of the Arctic, 
may furnish the clew that is wanted to the full comprehension of the movements of 
the winds and of the waters, and this will be a valuable contribution and assistance 
to the labors of the Hydrographic Office of the Navy Department. 

' ' I have great confidence in Mr. Peary's ability to achieve what he has under- 
taken and has already in part performed, for I think he possesses rare qualities as an 
explorer, and foremost among them is his power of seeing in advance what is 
requisite for the successful conduct of an expedition. 

" Mr. Peary has become so widely known by the course of lectures which he gave 
throughout the United States in order to obtain the funds for his last enterprise, and 
so much interest has been felt by the numbers attending these lectures, that I feel 
assured that the sending of a cruiser to insure his safe return will be regarded by the 
public as a creditable act on the part of the Navy Department, which has already 
recognized the importance of his undertaking by granting him, on two occasions, the 
necessary leave of absence. 

" Altogether, with the fund raised by his lectures and his own private fortune, 
Mr. Peary has already expended about $60,000 in his praiseworthy efforts to extend 
our knowledge of the globe which we inhabit; and, as I have said, this act of atten- 
tion towards him on the part of the Secretary of the Navy will meet the unqualified 
approval of the American people. 

" I am. Sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

Chas. p. Daly, President. 

"The Hon. The Secretary of the Navy, 
" Washington." 
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On the 19th of January, 1895, a reply was received, of which 
the following is a copy: 

" Navy Department, Washington, January 18, 1895. 

"Sir: — Replying to your letter of the 7th ultimo, transmitting copy of resolu- 
tions passed by the Council of the American Geographical Society, requesting that a 
naval vessel be sent next summer to the northwestern extremity of Greenland to 
bring Civil Engineer R. E. Peary, U. S. Navy, and his companions to the United 
States, I have to inform you that this Department has no available vessel which 
would be suitable to perform this duty. 

" Even had the Department a suitable vessel available for such duty, no action 
could be taken in connection with the expedition of Mr. Peary, which is a purely 
private enterprise, without special authority from Congress and an appropriation to 
meet the necessary expenses. 

" Very respectfully, 

" H. A. Herbert, Secretary. 

"Mr. Charles P. Daly, President American Geographical Society. 
"II West 29th Street, New York City, N. Y." 

It is evident that only private enterprise and generosity can be 
relied upon for the relief of the intrepid Peary. 

It is proposed to send an expedition to accomplish this, and at 
the same time to further scientific research. For particulars of 
the proposed plan and the scope of the undertaking, with the scien- 
tific results to be expected, reference is respectfully made to the 
accompanying paper. 

A properly equipped expedition will cost $12,000. 

The New York Life Insurance and Trust Company, 52 Wall 
Street, New York City, have consented to receive contributions 
and disburse the same on orders from the Business Manager of the 
expedition. 

The following resolution was passed by the Council of the Amer- 
ican Geographical Society at its meeting on March 2d, 1895: ^'■Re- 
solved., That the American Geographical Society heartily approves 
Mrs. Josephine Diebitsch Peary's project for the relief of Mr. 
Peary, and the prosecution of Arctic scientific research, and that it 
hereby contributes one thousand dollars towards the expenses of 
such expedition, provided that other subscriptions sufficient to 
make up the sum required to send the expedition are obtained by 
Mr. Diebitsch." 

If you are willing to aid in equipping the proposed expedition, 
will you have the kindness to fill out the blank below, and return it 
to the Business Manager of the Greenland Scientific Expedition of 
1895, as soon as possible. 

Emil Diebitsch, 

Business Manager of the Greenland Scientific Expedition of i8gs, 

2014 Twelfth St., N. W., Washington, D. C. 

In behalf of Mrs. Josephine Diebitsch Peary. 
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We, the undersigned, are heartily in favor of the proposed ex- 
pedition, and agree to contribute the sums set opposite our respective 
names, it being understood that subscriptions shall not be binding 
until the entire amount required is subscribed, when all shall become 
immediately due and payable. 



SUBSCRIBERS. 



THE GREENLAND SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITION OF 1895. 

Efforts are now making to raise a fund of $12,000 for the pur- 
pose of bringing Mr. Peary and his two assistants home from North- 
west Greenland early next fall, and, in connection with this, to 
prosecute scientific investigations during the available summer sea- 
son. It is hoped, by this means, to charter and fit out a staunch 
steamer built for Arctic service and commanded by experienced 
Arctic navigators, which shall start frcm St. John's, Newfound- 
land, on or about July 5, 1895, for Inglefield Gulf, Northwest 
Greenland, lat. 78° N., Mr. Peary's headquarters. The co-operation 
of Museums, Scientific and Educational Institutions and individuals 
is invited, not only because they will thus assist in the return of 
Mr. Peary and in the preservation of the results of his extended 
labors, but also because such an expedition will afford the most 
favorable advantages to eight or ten specialists for obtaining the 
rich results that are possible in a prolific field that, for a generation 
to come, may not again be easily and economically accessible. 

These Arctic waters have been traversed eight times without an 
accident by the four Peary expeditions, 1891-94. No Arctic author- 
ity will dispute the feasibility of carrying on the work now pro- 
posed. 

If any members of the party desire to await in the vicinity of 
Godhavn, Disco Island, the return of the vessel, facilities will be 
found here for transportation to the neighboring mainland which, 
with its ice cap, its giant glaciers, its great sheets of overflow lavas, 
its abundant fossil remains and its large variety of Arctic flora and 
fauna, will reward research with many valuable results. 
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The vessel should reach the coast of Greenland by July lo or 12, 
and Should be able to arrive at Mr. Peary's camp late in July or 
early in August, if it is deemed best to make only few and short 
stops on the northerly trip. There will then remain four or five 
weeks for investigations in that exceptionally advantageous region, 
and still leave some time for work at more southerly points, where, 
owing to the influence of the East Greenland current, the condi- 
tions are unfavorable in the early part of the season. After the 
severe season of 1893-94 an open passage through Melville Bay 
and a favorable summer may reasonably be expected this year. 

Glacial Researches. — Every scientific member of the four Peary 
expeditions gives his hearty endorsement of the plans for next sum- 
mer's campaign. Professor T. C. Chamberlin, head Professor of 
Geology in the University of Chicago, and a member of the expedi- 
tion of 1894, writes of the special advantages offered for glacial 
researches : 

" The more I work upon the results gathered last summer, the 
more I congratulate myself upon having made the trip. The results 
grow constantly upon me, both in respect of their instructiveness 
and their fundamental importance. Surely no field is likely to be 
found which throws clearer light upon the problems of glaciology 
than the northern portion of Greenland. The facilities for study 
there presented are truly remarkable. The ends and sides of the 
glaciers are truncated, revealing their internal nature and their 
methods of work to a degree that could not well be anticipated. " 

Professor W. Libbey, Jr., Professor of Physical Geography at 
Princeton University, and the geographer of the Peary Auxiliary 
Expedition of 1894, writes: 

" The careful investigation of the Greenland glaciers cannot 
fail to throw great light upon the discussion of the character and 
extent of the ice masses of the glacial epoch. The physical 
characteristics of the ice itself are worthy of attention because of 
their influence upon the motion of the ice. The contrast presented 
by these glaciers to the Alpine type is very great, and their study 
will amply reward any attention given to them." 

On Bowdoin Bay in Inglefield Gulf Professor Chamberlin 
found, last summer, nine glaciers of varying forms and habits, 
within a half dozen miles. It is hardly possible to find any point 
north of Cape York where glaciers and ice caps profitable for study 
are not near at hand. 

Zoological Work. — The study of marine lif^ should be pursued 
upon a systematic plan. The results attained by the Peary Auxiliary 
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Expedition of 1894 clearly indicate that this work may be carried 
on with profit, and that large additions may be made to our knowl- 
edge of marine forms of Arctic life. Mr. C. E. Hite, of the 
University of Pennsylvania, a member of the Peary Auxiliary 
Expedition of 1892, says that the dredging results were remarkable 
for variety and interest. Professor Chamberlin says that in his 
opinion the glacial and biological lines in particular may be worked 
harmoniously together. Not a few of our museums desire specimens 
of walrus, with which these waters abound. In 1893 Mr. Peary 
secured over twenty of these animals in a few days' hunt. White 
whale, seal, narwhal, reindeer, Arctic hare, blue fox, birds of various 
kinds, and insects may also be procured. 

Ethnological Studies. — The Anthropologist can hardly experience 
anything more instructive than first contact with the native or pure 
Eskimos, who, by isolation, have been preserved, in all respects, as 
the most primitive of human beings. They are to be found only 
in an almost inaccessible district of East Greenland and along the 
coast line, soon to be visited, between Cape York and Inglefield 
Gulf. Ethnological collections of great interest may be made at 
almost every point. The materials furnished by these people 
would equip a full ward in any Ethnological Museum; and here the 
primitive phase of developmental anthropology may be studied with 
the greatest advantage. 

Botanical and Other Work. — Complete botanical studies in this 
region, whose flora is developed in considerable variety by the con- 
tinuous sunlight of a few short months, will be of much interest. It 
is desired also that artistic and excellent results of photography be 
secured in large variety. The photographs of glaciers already 
brought from this region show that nothing can be more helpful to 
the study of these phenomena than the graphic pictures revealing 
every phase of glacial activity. This region will afford to all the 
lines of work here mentioned nearly equal opportunities and very 
valuable results. 

A landscape painter would find here a unique and most inviting 
field. The scenic aspects of the Inglefield Gulf region, with its 
towering heights, its mighty glaciers, and its native hamlets, 
would enable an artist to fill his portfolio with material of great 
variety and interest secured within 800 miles of the North Pole. 

Mr. Peary, who has done great service in opening this interest- 
ing region to scientific study, will render every aid in his power to 
the expedition. His thorough knowledge of the natives, of methods 
of travel and work and of points of interest, will greatly facilitate 
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the present undertaking; and conspicuous among its results will be 
the fact that it will bring back, not only the fruits of its own labors, 
but also the product and records of the able and brilliant explorer 
who, for several years, has devoted all his time, energy and money 
to the study of Arctic life and phenomena, and to widening the 
bounds of geographic knowledge in the North Polar area. 

The following resolution was passed by the Council of the 
American Geographical Society at its meeting on March 2, 1895: 
" Resolved, That the American Geographical Society heartily ap- 
proves Mrs. Josephine Diebitsch Peary's project for the relief of 
Mr. Peary, and the prosecution of Arctic scientific research, and 
that it hereby contributes one thousand dollars towards the expenses 
of such expedition, provided that other subscriptions sufficient to 
make up the sum required to send the expedition are obtained by 
Mr. Diebitsch." 

The business management of the expedition will be in the hands 
of the undersigned, Mr. Emil Diebitsch, who was a member of the 
expedition of 1894. 

A limited number of Scientific Societies, Educational Institutions, 
or individuals, contributing f 1,000 to the fund will be entitled to 
have each a representative on the Expedition, who shall be approved 
by the scientific leader. The expenses of each member over and 
above $1,000 will be the cost of his scientific outfit, transportation 
from his home to St. John's, and from New York or Philadelphia 
to his home. The proposed work will require three months. 

All communications and requests for further information should 
be addressed to 

Emil Diebitsch, 

Business Manager of the Greenland Scientific Expedition of i8qs, 

2014 Twelfth St., N. W., Washington, D. C. 

In behalf of Mrs. Josephine Diebitsch Peary. 
Washington, March 8, 1895. 

3- 
2014 I2TH Street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C, March 19, 1895. 
Sir: 

I would respectfully call your attention to the accompanying 
circular, and would particularly emphasize the following additional 
remarks : — 

In the preparation of- his Greenland expeditions Mr. Peary has 
always made ample provision for his return. Such was also the 
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case in the last expedition, and the ship arrived at headquarters 
last July, and brought home those of his party who wished to 
return. 

Mr. Peary, however, felt that his plans of last spring had been 
defeated by the very exceptional weather which proved disastrous 
to nearly all expeditions that ventured into the Arctic region last 
summer, and determined to make another attempt to cross the ice- 
cap in the spring of 1895. He believed that the results which he 
has already achieved would insure for him the assistance of all 
scientific societies and individuals, and, strong in this belief, with 
two trusty companions, he remained at his post. 

Should your society not desire to be represented on the expedi- 
tion I sincerely hope that you will nevertheless make some con- 
tribution toward the fund that we may place your name on the list 
of patrons of this worthy enterprise. 

Respectfully yours, 

Josephine D. Peary. 



